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FLOODING — BOYANICH PROPERTY 

Grievance 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore) [9.32 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport, who seems to be very popular 
this morning. I am glad that she has taken the time to be here.  

The Great Northern Highway forms part of the national highway network and provides a strategic freight link 
between Perth and the north of Western Australia, Darwin and the Northern Territory. I wish to raise the concerns 
of the Boyanich family, a hardworking orchardist family with land adjacent to the Great Northern Highway, four 
kilometres north of the town of Bindoon. Five times in the past 15 years, the Boyanich’s property has been flooded 
following heavy rains that resulted in water flowing in a westerly direction towards the Brockman River. The water 
is directed through three culvert sets under the Great Northern Highway, one of which coincides with the southern 
boundary on Settlement Road and another on the northern boundary shared with the church property next door. 
The middle culvert harvests water over several hundred metres of catchment and then directs that water under the 
road, which then flows and spreads out over a 400-metre wide stream across the Boyanich’s paddock, taking with 
it fences and reticulation from the citrus grove, and depositing weed seeds, manure and rubbish picked up in the 
water flow from the road verges and upper catchment. 

Most recently, two rainfall events in January 2016 and January 2017 resulted in flood damage to the Boyanich’s 
property. It tore up the reticulation for the citrus grove, deposited 10 centimetres of mud in the sheds and destroyed 
cardboard used in the packaging of fruit. Fortunately, Mr Boyanich was able to minimise damage to his sheds by 
opening the doors on either side of these sheds, allowing the water to wash through. Cleaning up after a flood 
event such as this takes Mr and Mrs Boyanich many weeks to painstakingly restore the irrigation to the citrus 
grove and address the many weeds that establish themselves amongst their fruit trees. Mr Boyanich says that these 
three culverts under Great Northern Highway are not maintained or cleaned out. The water has flowed over the 
Great Northern Highway in the past when the culvert did not have sufficient capacity. Mr Boyanich is also 
concerned about the volume of water passing through these culverts and that one day an unsuspecting child may 
get caught in this flow. Mr Boyanich says that the water can be up to 1.4 metres deep when it leaves the culvert. 
Local knowledge indicates that these flooding events have become problematic since Great Northern Highway 
roadworks a number of years ago north of Bindoon interrupted the natural flow of water. After rain, the water 
flows under the highway and then without direction across the Boyanich property.  

My grievance to the Minister for Transport is that Main Roads Western Australia refuses to acknowledge that 
these flood events are a problem and it has not offered Mr and Mrs Boyanich any assistance to address this issue 
and prevent similar damage from occurring in the future. Main Roads has quite simply suggested that 
Mr and Mrs Boyanich should raise their shed onto a more substantial pad so that it is lifted higher off the ground.  

Consultation with the landowners indicates that drainage would be their preferred option. Mr Boyanich has 
suggested directing the flow of water via one or two drains to the Brockman River rather than the water spreading 
across such a broad area once it has passed through the road culverts, damaging orchard infrastructure in its path. 
Mr and Mrs Boyanich continue to sustain damage resulting from road infrastructure that is adjacent to their citrus 
grove. 

The minister will know that my staff contacted Main Roads regarding this matter and the response was forwarded 
to me via the minister’s office. Having personally inspected the site and discussed the history of the situation with 
Mr and Mrs Boyanich, I can see why they are dissatisfied with the response that they have received. Yes, there is 
a natural flow of water from higher pastoral land on the other side of the highway to the east, but the highway itself 
interrupts that flow, which then hits the highway as a sheet of water flowing across a broad swathe of land. It is 
then collected and concentrated into a torrent flowing under the few culverts. This intense flow then goes across 
the middle of the Boyanich property. I can see no evidence that there ever was a natural watercourse through the 
middle of the Boyanich paddock, as claimed by Main Roads. There is no evidence of a dry gully or defined stream 
anywhere except from the effect that is periodically caused by the direct interference of the Great Northern 
Highway and its culvert system. There is a drain on the south of the property into which the southern culvert flows, 
but that is problematic given the volume of water running into that drain from time to time and its limited capacity. 
I think Main Roads has also acknowledged problems with the number of driveways and small pipes et cetera that 
interrupt that drain. I ask the minister to consider directing Main Roads to recommence consultations with the 
landowners in a more genuine manner to resolve this situation. Once again, I thank the minister for her time in 
taking this grievance. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.37 am]: I thank the member for the grievance and 
for attempting to give me some notice of it—that is very kind. I have a briefing note that probably outlines a similar 
history to what the member outlined in his speech today. I have requested that Main Roads Western Australia 
meets—to put it right up-front—Mr Boyanich and the Shire of Chittering to see what can be done to try to sort 
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through this issue. I have the history of the matter, but, as I said, it is pretty much what the member outlined. As 
the member knows, significant flood damage was sustained to the property. Having grown up on an orchard, 
I know what impact not having effective irrigation and other issues can have on one’s livelihood. I know that flood 
damage was sustained on this property during unusual and extreme flood events in 2016 and 2017. Main Roads 
has advised me that there was a site visit and it was clear that the flooding events caused damage to Mr Boyanich’s 
property. I suppose the question is: who is responsible for that damage? I have notes about some modifications to 
the property, the level at which the shed is built and the impact of the flood on that shed from it not being high 
enough. As I said, I have all that history but the member has raised a concern on behalf of his constituent. I will 
take on board the responsibility of asking Main Roads to revisit the issue and meet with Mr Boyanich and the Shire 
of Chittering to see what can be done to prevent such damage from occurring again.  
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